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CHAPTER 152
GAMING CONTROL
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
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Preliminary
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4, Establishment of Gaming Control Board.
5. Functionsof the Board.
6. Applicationfor gaminglicence.
7. Security for performance of obligationshby thelicensee.

8. Revocation of licence.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.
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PART I11
Gaming Tax
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11. Surchargefor failureto pay tax on duedate.
12. Recovery of tax.
13.  Sdeof goodsand chattelsdistrained upon.
14.  Other meansof recovery of tax.
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Offences and Penalties
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22.  Offencesinrespect of minors.

23. Enforcement and penalties.

PART V
General
24. Regulations.
25.  Vdlidity of contracts, etc.
26. Commencement.
SCHEDULE
CHAPTER 152
GAMING CONTROL 24.0f 1999.
Commencement
[21st May, 1999 [sli. 676(.)f 13339]
PART |
Preliminary
1 ThisAct may becited asthe Gaming Control Act. Short title.
2. InthisAct, except the context otherwiserequires:- Interpretation.
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6 CAP. 152 Gaming Control

“Board” meansthe Gaming Control Board established under section 4 of this
Act;

“Commissioner” meanstheofficer for thetimebeing performing theduties
of Commissioner of Income Tax and includesany officer duly authorised to
act onhisbehalf;

“common gaming housg” includes:-

(@ any placekept or used for gaming, to which the public has
or may have access; and

(b) any placekept for habitual gaming, whether thepublic or
any classof the public hasor may have accessthereto or
not:

Provided that the place shall be deemedto be* used” for gaming evenif
itisused for that purpose on oneoccasion only;

“game of chance” includes agame of chance and skill combined and pre-
tended game of chanceor of chance and skill combined;

“gaming” meanstheplaying of any gameof chancefor winningsin money’s
worth;

“licensed gaming premises’ means premisesin respect of whichagamingli-
cenceisfor thetimebeinginforcein respect of those premises;

“licenseg”, inrelation to licensed gaming premises, meansthe holder of the
gaming licencefor thetimebeinginforcein respect of those premises;

“lottery” includes any game, method or device whereby money or money’s
worthisdistributed or alotted in any manner depending upon, or to be deter-
mined by, chanceor lot, held, drawn, exercised or managed;
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Gaming Control [CAP.152 7

“Minister” meansthe Minigter for thetime being responsiblefor gaming;

“money” includesacheque, banknote, postal order or any token representing
money,

“person” includesany company or association or body of persons, corporate
or unincorporate;

“tax” meansgaming tax imposed under section 7 of thisAct;
“winnings’ includewinningsof any kind.

3.-(1) Whereinthecaseof any premisesthereisfor thetimebeinginforcea  Gambling
gaming licence, the Gambling Prevention Act shall not apply tothe useof those P“:"‘;e”“ °r|‘ AtCt
premisesfor theplaying of any gameof chanceor conducting any gaming trans- ﬂcc)enc;;pp yio
actionwith or through the hol der of thelicenceor any of hisservantsor agents.  premises.
CAP 109.

(2) Nothing containedinany ruleof law, or inthe Gambling Prevention  CAP 109.
Act, shdl gpply to any gaming or betting, or to any lottery promoted, organi sed,
conducted or carried on by any personin any building or placein accordance
withthetermsand conditionsof avalid gaming licenceissued under thisAct.

PART I
Control of Gaming and Gaming Licences

4.-(1) Thereshall beestablished for the purposesof thisAct aBoard called ~ Establishment
the* Gaming Control Board” consisting of nine personsappointed by theMin- goif:gl' r|]390ar g
ister inthemanner hereinafter set out. '

(20 Themembersof theBoard shall beasfollows:-

(@ arepresentative of the Ministry of Economic Development;
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8 CAP. 152 Gaming Control

(b) arepresentative of the Ministry of Natural Resourcesand
the Environment;

(©) arepresentative of theMinistry of Tourism;
(d) theFinancial Secretary or hisrepresentative;

) amember of the L otteries Committee established under the
CAP 151, L otteriesControl Act;

) two members appointed by the Minister in hisdiscretion;
(9 arepresentative of the Ministry of Nationa Security;
(h) arepresentative of theMinistry of Industry or Commerce.

(3) TheMinister shall appoint one of the membersasthe Chairman of
theBoard.

(4) TheChairman shall presideat all meetingsof theBoard, andinhis
absence, themembers present may el ect oneof their number to presideat that
mesting.

(5) Four membersof the Board shall form aquorum and each member
shall have one vote except that in the event of equality of votesthe person
presiding at that meeting shall haveasecond or casting vote.

(6) TheMuinister shall appoint aSecretary to the Board who may issue
under hishand licences approved by the Board.

Functionsof the  5.-(1) Thedutiesand powersof the Board shall beto control and regulate
Board. gaming and to grant or revoke gaming licencesunder thisAct.

(2) Forthepurposesof performing itsfunctions under subsection (1)
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Gaming Control [CAP.152 9

above, the Board shall have power-
(@ tolicensepremisesfor gaming;
(b) to makeregulationsfor thefollowing purposes.-

0] prescribing specific areaswherelicensed gaming
premisesmay be established;

(i) prescribing theform and contents of the gpplicationfor
agaminglicence,

(i) prescribing thecriteriafor digibility for obtaininga
gaming licenceand setting alimit on the number of
licensees,

(iv)  prescribing thetermsand conditionsto be attached
toagaming licence;

v) prescribing thefeesto be charged for theissueof a
gaminglicence;

(vi)  controlling or regulating al mattersconnected with or
incidenta togaming;

(vii)  prescribing the manner in which disputesbetweena
licensee and any other person may be determined;

(© to perform any other functions connected with the above, as
may fromtimeto time beassigned by the Minister.

(3) Regulationsmadeby the Board under thisAct shal not comeintoforce
until they have been approved by the Minister.
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Application for
gaming licence.

(4) SuchRegulationsmay providethat any breach thereof shall be pun-
ishableon summary conviction by afinenot exceeding two thousand dollars,
or by imprisonment for aterm not exceeding oneyear, or by both suchfine
andimprisonment.

6.-(1) Every personwhointendsto useor permit any other persontousehis
premisesfor gaming shall apply to the Board for agaming licence.

(2) Subjecttotheprovisionsof thisAct, the Board may grant to any fit
and proper person agaming licence but no licence shall be granted to any
personwho:-

(@ isunder theage of 18 years; or
(b) has been convicted inacourt of law (whether in Belizeor

elsawhere) withinthreeyearsimmediately preceding thedate
of hisapplication, or any offenceinvolving dishonesty; or

(©) isknown to be of bad character; or
(d) intheopinion of theBoard, isfor good reason an undesirable
person.

(3) Every applicationfor agaminglicence shal beaccompanied by such
feeasthe Board may from timeto time prescribe by regul ations made under
thisAct.

(4) Everylicenceissued under thisAct shal bevaidfor aperiod of twelve
months but may be renewed on the payment of such annual feeasmay from
timeto time be prescribed by the Board by regulations made under thisAct.

(5) Any personwhoisaggrieved by therefusa of theBoardto grant him
agaming licencemay appeal to the Minister whose decision thereon shall be
find.

No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
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Gaming Control [CAP.152 1

7.-(1) Every persontowhomalicenceisgranted under thisActshal forthe  Security for
performanceby him of every obligation of whatever kindin connectionwiththe ~ performance of
licence, or for the payment of any fine or winnings, make a cash deposit or ?ﬁ;'l??e'ssr‘;by
execute abond at the discretion of the Board in such sum asmay be specified '
by the Board for the due payment of all winnings, prizesand penaltiesand for

thefaithful performanceof dl hisobligationsunder thegaming licence.

(2) Every suchbond shall be given with such number of suretiesasthe
Board may requirein any particular case.

(3) Incasethelicenseefailsto pay any winningswon by aperson, or any
tax or other sum duefrom him under thelicence, or to perform any other obli-
gation which hemay berequired to perform, the Board may deduct fromthe
cash deposit (if any) made by such person, or may suefor and recover from
that person or his sureties, such sum of money as may be sufficient for the
purpose of satisfying thedebt or obligation due under thelicence.

8.-(1) Notwithstanding the provisionsof section 6 (4) of thisAct, theBoard  Revocation of
may, at any time, whereit issatisfied that thelicenseehasacted inviolationof ~ licence:
theprovisionsof thisAct or of any Regulationsmadethereunder, or hasbeenin

breach of any termsand conditionsof hislicence, revokethelicence, but be-
foresuchrevocation, it shal givethelicensee areasonable opportunity to be

heard and to make representations:

Provided that it shall not be necessary to afford an opportunity to thelic-
enseeto make representationsin any case where heisconvicted in acourt of
law of an offenceunder thisAct.

(2 Any personwhoisaggrieved by the decision of the Board to revoke
hislicencemay appeal to the Minister and the decision of the Minister thereon
shdl befind.
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Imposition of
gaming tax.

Maintenance of
records.

Surchargefor
failureto pay tax
on due date.

PART IlI
Gaming Tax

9.-(1) Ataxtobecaled”gamingtax” shal bechargedinrespect of gaming
at every licensed gaming premises.

(2) Thegamingtax shal beat such rate of theamount collected in respect
of gaming by thelicensee asthe Minister may fromtimetotimeby Regulations
prescribe.

(3) Thelicenseeshall collect the gaming tax and account for it in such
manner as may be prescribed.

(4) Thegamingtax dueunder thisAct shall be paid to the Commissioner
at suchtimeastheMinister may fromtimeto timeby Regulationsprescribe,
together with areturnin such formasmay be specified by the Commissioner.

(5) Theproceedsfrom the gaming tax collected under thisAct shall be
used exclusively for the purposes of promoting education, sportsand culture.

10.-(1) Every licensee shall keep and maintain such record of the amount
collected in respect of gaming asthe Minister may be Regulationsprovide.

(2) TheCommissioner shall havethe power to enter gaming premisesand
to requirethe production to him by the proprietor thereof, of such documents
ashemay reasonably requirein order to ascertain theamount of tax due.

11.  Whereany tax remainsunpaid at the expiration of fifteen daysafter
thetimeat whichit should have been paid to the Commissioner, thelicensee
liableto have paid the same shall be charged an additional sum equal toten
per centumof theamount so remaining unpaid, and such sum shall be collect-
ablefromthelicenseeinthe samemanner asif it were part of tax then dueand
unpaid.
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Gaming Control [CAP.152 13

12.-(1) Whereany tax isunpaid and thirty dayshaveelapsed sincethesame  Recovery of tax.
became due and payable, the Commissioner may authorisethelevying of a
distressupon the goods, chattels, and effects of thelicensee.

(2) For thepurpose of levying any distressunder this section, any person
may, if expressly authorised by writing under the hand of the Commissioner,
execute any warrant of distress, and if necessary break open any buildinginthe
day timefor the purpose of levying such distress, and hemay cdl tohisasss-
tanceany policeofficer, andit shal betheduty of every policeofficer, when so
required, to aid and assist in the execution of any warrant of distressandin
levyingthedistress.

(3) A distresswarrant shdl beintheform set out inthe Scheduleheretoor  Schedule.
insuch other form asthelaw alows.

13.-(1) Where any goods and chattels of the licensee have been distrained  Sale of goods
upon under section 12 above, they shall bemarked and depositedinthesame ~ a@nd chattels
place, or |eft in the possession of somefit and proper person, asthe Commis- ~ distrained upon.
soner shdl direct.

(2) If thetax inrespect of which thelevy wasmade and all expensesinci-
dental to such levy arenot sooner paid, all goods and chattel sdistrained upon
under section 12 above shall be sold at public auction at such placeand during
such hoursasthe Commissioner shall determine.

(3) No sale under subsection (2) shall take placewithin five days of the
seizure of such goods and chattel sunlessthe samearein opinion of the Com-
missioner of aperishablenature, or the owner of such goodsand chattelshas
requestedtheir earlier sde.

(4) Thedate, timeand place of sale of all goodsand chattelsdistrained
upon under section 12 above shdl beadvertised prior to the date of salethereof
inat least oneissue of the Gazette and anewspaper circulating in Belize, unless
such goodsand chattel sare being sold by the Commissioner beforethe expiry
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Other means of
recovery of tax.

Prohibition on
using premisesfor
gaming without a
licence.

Penalty for failure
to pay tax.

of the period of fivedaysunder circumstancesreferred to in subsection (3).

(5) Theproceedsof sale of such goodsand chattelsshall be applied first
towardsthe payment of the expensesincidental to their seizureand saleand
the payment of thetax in respect of which they were seized, and the balance,
if any, of the proceeds of such sale shall be paid to the proprietor fromwhom
thegoodsand chattel swere distrained upon, upon application being madefor
thesame.

14.-(1) Thegamingtax may berecovered asadebt dueto the Government of
Belizefromthelicensee, aswell asby themeansprovided for by sections 11,
12 and 13 above.

(2) Inany proceedings under this section, acertificate purporting to be
signed by the Commissioner certifying theamount of tax dueshall beregarded
asprimafacie evidence of that fact.

PART IV
Offences and Penalties
15.-(1) No person, being the owner or occupier of any premises, shall useor
permit any such premisesto be used asacommon gaming houseunlessheis
the holder of avaid gaming licencegranted under thisAct.

(2) Every personwho contravenes subsection (1) above commitsan of -
fenceand shall beliableon summary convictionto afine not exceeding five
thousand dollarsor to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding two years, or to
both such fine and term of imprisonment.

16.-(1) Any licenseewho-

(@ wilfully failsto account for, or to pay, thetax due under this
Act; or
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Gaming Control [CAP.152 15

(b) knowingly furnishesareturn required under section 9 (4) that is
fdseinany materia particular,

commitsan offence and shall beliable on summary convictionto afinenot
exceeding twenty-fivethousand dollarsor toimprisonment for aterm not ex-
ceeding two years, or to both such fineand term of imprisonment.

17.  Any personwhowilfully obstructsor hindersthe Commissionerinthe ~ Penalty for
performanceof hisduty or theexerciseof hisauthority under thisAct commits ~ obstruction.
an offenceand shdl beliableon summary conviction to afinenot exceeding ten

thousand dollars or to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding oneyear, or to

both such fineand term of imprisonment.

18.  Wherean offenceiscommitted by abody corporate, any personwho  Offences by

at thetimeof the commission of the offencewasadirector, manager, secretary ~ body corporate.
or other similar officer of the body corporate, or purported to act in such

capacity, shall be deemed to have committed the offence unless he adduces

evidenceto the effect that the offence was committed without his consent or

connivance and that he exercised dl duediligenceto prevent the commission of

the offence as he ought to have exercised having regard to the nature of his

functionsinthat capacity andto al thecircumstances.

19.-(1) Whereacorporation ischarged with an offence under thisAct, such  Appearance and
corporation may appear and plead to the charge by itsrepresentative, by en-  Pleaby

tering apleainwriting; and, if either the corporation does not appear by its corporation.
representative, or though it does so appear, failsto enter any plea, the court

shall cause apleaof not guilty to berecorded and thetrial shall proceed ac-

cordingly.

(2) Inthissectiontheexpression “representative’ inrelationto acorpora-
tion means aperson duly appointed by the corporationto represent it for the
purpose of doing any act or thing which the representative of acorporationis
by this section authorised to do, but aperson so appointed shall not, by virtue
only of being so appointed, be qualified to act on behalf of the corporation
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Licence not
transferable.

Penalty for breach
of condition of
licence.

beforeany court for any other purpose.

(3) A representativefor the purposesof thissection need not be gppointed
under the seal of the corporation, and astatement inwriting purporting to be
signed by amanaging director of the corporation, or by any person (by what-
ever namecalled) having, or being one of the personshaving the management
of the affairs of the corporation, to the effect that the person named in the
statement has been appointed asthe representative of the corporation for the
purposes of thissection shall be admissablewithout further proof asprima
facie evidencethat that person has been so appointed.

20.-(1) No personto whom alicence has been granted under thisAct shall
transfer or assign it to any other person, or inany way alter, deface or destroy
such licence before the date of expiration thereof.

(2) Any personwho contravenesor failsto comply with the provisionsof
thissection commitsan offenceand shal beliableon summary convictiontoa
finenot exceeding twenty-fivethousand dollarsor to imprisonment for aterm
not exceeding two years, or to both such fineand term of imprisonment.

21.-(1) Any personwho contravenesor failsto comply with thetermsand
conditionsof avaid licencegranted to him under thisAct commitsan offence,
and shall beliableon summary convictionto afine not exceeding twenty-five
thousand dollars, or to imprisonment for aperiod not exceeding two years, or
to both such fineand term of imprisonment, and the court, by or beforewhich
heisconvicted may, in additionto any pendty it may impose, order thelicence
inrelation to which the offence was committed to beforfeited and cancelled.

(2) Anorder of forfeitureor cancellation of licence made under subsec-
tion (1) of thissection shall be deemed for the purpose of any appeal to be
part of the sentencefor the offence; and thelicence shall not beforfeited or
cancelled under that order-

(@ until thedate of expiration of the period withinwhich notice of
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Gaming Control [CAP. 152 17

appeal against the conviction or sentence may begiven; or

(b) if noticeof appeal against the conviction or sentenceisduly
givenwithinthe period aforesaid, until the date of the deter-
mination or abandonment of the appedl.

(3) Wherealicenceisforfeited and cancelled in pursuance of an order
made by the Court under this section, the Clerk of the Court by which the
order was made, or the Registrar of the Supreme Court, asthe case may be,
shdl send acopy of the order tothe Minister for hisinformation.

22.-(1) Nolicenseeshal permit or suffer any personunder theageof eighteen  Offencesin
yearsto enter or remain on thelicensed gaming premises. respect of
minors.
(2) Nolicensee shal employ amember of hisfamily or any other person
under the age of eighteen yearsto do any work in thelicensed gaming pre-
mises.

(3) No personshall send any person under the age of eighteen yearsto any
licensed gaming premisesfor any purposewhatsoever.

(4) Any personwho actsin contravention of this section commitsan of -
fenceand shall beliable on summary convictionto afinenot exceedingfive
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding two years, or to
both such fineand term of imprisonment.

23.-(1) If any magistrate or Justice of the Peaceissatisfied oninformationon  Enforcement and
oath that thereisreasonable ground for suspecting that an offenceunder this ~ penalties.
Actisbeing, hasbeen or isabout to be committed on any premises, he may

issueawarrant inwriting authorising any policeofficer to enter those premises,

if necessary by force, at any timewithin fourteen daysfromthetimeof theissue

of thewarrant and search them; and any police officer who entersthe premises

under theauthority of thewarrant may seizeand removeany document, money

or valuablething, instrument or other thing whatsoever found onthe said pre-
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Gaming Control

miseswhich he hasreasonabl e causeto believe may berequired asevidence
for the purposes of proceedingsin respect of any such offence.

(2) Thecourt by or beforewhich any personisconvicted of any offence
asaforesaid may order anything produced to the court and shown to the sat-
isfaction of the court to relateto the offenceto beforfeited and dealt within
such manner asthe court may order.

PART V

General

Regulations. 24.-(1) TheMinister may make Regulationsfor the carryinginto effect of the
provisonsof thisAct, andin particular but without prejudiceto the generality
of theforegoing, may make Regulations-

@

()

©

(d)

©
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providing for the cards, tokensor other articlestobeusedin
gaming, and for the supply or theinspection by the Com-
missioner of such cards, tokensor articlesasaforesaid;

prescribing the recordsto be kept by the holders of licences
under thisAct;

prescribing the accountsto be kept by the holdersof licences
under thisAct and requirementsfor theaudit of suchaccounts;

providing for the supply to the Minister of information
re garding premiseslicensed under thisAct and theactivities
of any person upon such premises,

with respect to the stationing of ingpectorsor other officers
upon premiseslicensed under thisAct, and thefunctions of
suchofficers,
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Gaming Control [CAP.152 19

() prescribing maximum stakeswhich may be permittedin any
gaming at premises|icensed under thisAct;

(9) verifying and checking theamount of thetakingson any day
or during any period at premiseslicensed under thisAct;

(h) for thelicensing and control of gaming machines (including
arcade machines, poker machinesand d ot machines) and
prescribing feesand other chargesin connection therewith;

() for any purpose for which regulations are authorised or
required to be made under this Act;

() prescribing anything authorised or required by thisAct to be
prescribed.

(2) TheMinister may, by Regulations, providethat the breach of any Regu-
lations made under this Act shall constitute an offence and may providefor
penalties on summary conviction of afine not exceeding ten thousand dollars,
or imprisonment for aterm not exceeding two years, or both suchfineandterm
of imprisonmert.

(3) All Regulationsmadeby theMinister under thissection shall be subject
to negativeresolution.

25.-(1) Notwithstanding anything containedinthe Gambling Prevention Actor  validity of
any other rule of law, no objection to any contract, bill of exchange, cheque,  contracts, etc.
promissory noteor other transaction of any kind relatingtoagaminglicence ~ CAP:109.
under thisAct shall betaken or allowed in any court of law on the ground that

such contract, bill of exchange, cheque, promissory noteor other transactionis

under any law inforcein Belizedirectly or indirectly tainted withillegaity oris

againg publicpalicy.
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Commencement.

CAPR 152,

(2) Any persontowhom any winnings, wagers, prize money or money’s
worth of any kind becomesdue and payablefrom any licenseelicensed under
this Act may recover the same from the person liable to pay and shall be
entitled to bring any proceedings necessary to recover any such winnings,
wagers, prize money or money’sworth.

26.  ThisActshadl comeintoforceonaday to be gppointed by theMinister
by Order published in the Gazette.

SCHEDULE
[Section 12]
Distress\Warrant

1 L (person authorised)

e Commissioner of Income Tax
of Belize, by virtue of the power vested in me by section 12 of the Gaming
Control Act, do hereby authorise you to collect and recover the several
amountsduefor gaming tax from thelicensees specified inthelist attached
hereto, together with the additional sum of ten per cent accruing under section
11 of the Act, and for therecovery thereof.

| further authoriseyouthat you, withtheaid, if necessary, of your assis-
tantsand calling to your assistance any Police Officer, if necessary, which
ass stancethey are hereby required to give, doforthwith levy by distresssuch
sums, together with such additional sum of ten per cent and also the costsand
charges of and incidental to the taking and keeping of such distress, onthe
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Gaming Control [CAP.152 21

goods, chattels, or other distrainabl e things of thelicensee charged with such
tax or sum. And for the purpose of levying such distress you are hereby
authorised, if necessary, with such assi stance as mentioned before, to break
openany buildinginthedaytime.

Andfor sodoing thisshall beyour warrant.

Commissioner of Income Tax
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